PLAYGROUPS CAN BE
MISSIONAL
THE FOLLOWING PRINCIPLES CAN HELP MAKE YOUR PLAYGROUP MISSIONAL. THEY ARE
CURRENTLY BEING SUCCESSFULLY USED IN MANY CHURCH PLAYGROUPS TO BRING PEOPLE
INTO A RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS. AS A CHRISTIAN PLAYGROUP, YOU MAY CHOOSE TO
PRAYERFULLY IMPLEMENT THEM.
Faithful prayer is a vital and integral part of the playgroup ministry and outreach.
The playgroup is seen by the church as part of its total ministry and is supported by leadership. Ongoing
encouragement is given to everyone involved.
The leader is a committed Christian who is passionate about playgroup as a ministry and can build a like-minded team
around them.
The differences between a Christian playgroup and a community playgroup
are discussed and clearly understood.
A mission statement for the playgroup that aligns with the vision of the
church has been developed in conjunction with church leadership.
Relationships develop when the size of the playgroup allows meaningful
interactions (8-12 adults including leaders).
Meaningful relationships develop when a significant number of Christians,
including childfree adults, are involved in the playgroup.
Playgroup leaders include a variety of ages, men or women, with or without
children.
The focus of the playgroup is friendship evangelism, not the Christian
curriculum. Relationships are the key, not the program.
Someone on the church leadership team, e.g. the pastor, regularly visits the
playgroup.
All written and verbal information about the playgroup clearly states the Christian nature of the playgroup.
Regular bridge-building activities link playgroup and church families together at organised functions.
Willing church members are available to help playgroup members in need.
The playgroup’s profile in the church is raised when the playgroup’s leadership team includes a leader (or their
spouse) of the church’s leadership team.
Caring and sharing is at the heart of playgroup ministry – birthdays are celebrated (children & adults); a meal
provided; flowers and gifts; intentionally connecting people with similar interests and taking advantage of natural
friendships.
Church people are given specific responsibilities on the playgroup team for pastoral care, evangelism, communication
and special events.
Where the church community is continually updated about playgroup there is increased interest, involvement and
prayer.
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